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The Triumph of Truth, in the Conversion of 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, from the errors of 
Methodism to the Catholic Faith. Written 
by himself. 

Continued from page 258, No. 33. 

From what has been said, the candid read- 
er will discover a wide difference between 
the minister of the Reformation, and my an- 
tagonist of the Catholic church. How shuf- 
fling, inconclusive and foolish the one; how 
close, cogent and conclusive the other. But 
this did not arise from the bad talents of the 
former, but from the badness of his cause. 
“ Error is always inconsistent.” By this 
time every man of conscience and sound mind 
will perceive, that my means of information 
were not few, and that I did not submit to a 
change of principle, without the most labor- 
ed investigation and positive proof. And 
what will such readers, for such readers are 
the only persons whose opinion I value— 
what will such readers think of Mr. Jewett 
and his open insinuation, that I became a 
Catholic for bread? I should be sorry to 
make such a charge against Mr. Jewett, or 
Mr. Chettle, or any other Methodist preach- 
er, although I might do it with much greater 
reason, as every one knows who is intimately 
acquainted with the system of Methodism, 
and as I have experienced at the expense of 
my purse for many years. However, I have 
learnt to trample such charges under my feet, 








to consider them the best arguments of the 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 1831. 


NO. XXXIV. 





—— 





weakness of their cause, and from the pin- 
nacle of my integrity, to look down with pity 
and regret upon the man who is so devoid of 
principle asto make them. And indeed, what 
benefit can the Catholic religion derive, or 
what profit can the person himself hope for, 
who becomes a member of the Catholic church 
without conviction? He closes up all the 
avenues of worldly greatness, or friendship, 
and he incurs the torment of a guilty con- 
science, and an awful prospect of the divine 
vengeance for ever. 

As the controversy proceeded, my mind be- 
came increasingly uneasy. I became con- 
vinced that the rule of faith was the word of 
God, as taught by the church of God. I saw 
there could not be unity of faith without 
divine authority, nor an infallible knowledge 
of this faith except the authority teaching it 
be infallible. I saw that every generation of 
man needed the same means of knowing the 
truth in the apostolic age, and that this could 
not be the case, unless the church teaching it 
was visible, infallible, and indefectible. 

Another thing which flashed conviction on 
my mind was, that wherever the church of 
God exists, it is the duty of every human 
being, as far as possible to be a member of 
it; and this obligation must be a doctrine cf 
this church, since she must teach all neces- 
sary truths. Now, I asked, am I obliged, as 
a matter of salvation, to be a Methodist? I 
am not. Of any other sect? No. None of 
them pretend this obligation, and yet if they 
were the church of God they must pretend it. 
On the contrary, the fact that Protestants do 
not pretend any obligation, but tell a man he 
may be saved without being a Methodist, or 
Calvinist, or of any other sect; this would go 
to prove that a man may be saved without 
being a member of the church of God. 1 
also saw that the doctrine of Justification, 
and works done before Justification, as taught 
by the Methodists, was very defective. I 
saw considerable contradictions in the doc- 
trines taught by their preachers, particularly 
in the direct witness of the Spirit, Christian 





perfection, Baptism and others. I saw that 
the most ignorant of men were constituted 
teachers to thé disgust of the sensible, the 
scandal of the sober-minded, and the dis- 
grace of religion. And now my situation 
became as delicate as it was distressing: I 
durst not open my mind to my family, because 
of the trouble in which it would involve them. 
If I looked around me all was doubt and un- 
certainty. If I looked into futurity, all was 
dark and ominous. To stay where I am, 
said I, is dangerous, if not destructive. To 
go into the Catholic church is ruin to my 
character, my peace, and perhaps my pros- 
pects in the world. Nor do I like the Eath- 
olic church. In point of friendly intercourse 
and personal convenience, I prefer Metho- 
dism to every other people. Much doubt 
also seemed to hang over the Catholic church. 
[ hate tyranny, said I to myself, and I expect 
it—I love liberty, and I shall find bondage— 
I detest foppery and superstition, and yet I 
must entangle myself in its trammels and 
crouch to its trumpery. All my relations 
and dearest friends were Methodists, and yet 
I must abandon them all. Thus here I was, 
admiring and yet hating—believing and yet 
doubting—seeking and yet wishing to fly from 
the knowledge of the truth. Reader, if thou 
hast a soul to think, or a heart to feel, even 
shouldst thou blame my conduct thou wilt 
pity my distress. My days were spent in 
anxious thought, my nights in sleepless agi- 
tation. Not to listen to the dictates of my 
conscience was to compromise my salvation, 
and rush headlong into the pit of perdition. 
On the other hand, to follow the guidance of 
this monitor, was to launch on a sea of ca- 
lamity of which I knew neither bottom nor 
shore. 

I had enjoyed much happiness in Metho- 
dism from ignorance of Catholicity, and the 
persuasion I felt that Methodists were the 
people of God. Its principles had been amal- 
gamated with my nature, and its children had 
been to me the excellent of the earth; but 
now all must be sacrificed. AH the social 
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and domestic enjoyments of life, old friends, 
old .habits, old views and associations, yea, 
the very order and constitution of my nature, 
it would seem, must be revolutionized, and 
give place to others of which I was a com- 
plete stranger. Add to all this, the peace of 
an aged parent would be broken, her latter 
days rendered miserable, and .to me would 
belong the bitter reproach—you have brought 
down my grey hairs to the grave. In look- 
ing over my papers, I find the copy of a let- 
ter written to Mr. Martyn at this time, in 
which I express my feelings in a pathos which 
the contending emotions of my mind would 
naturally produce. In answer I received the 
following letter from my Rev. Friend:— 
Sr. Toomas’s, Jan. 16, 1819. 

My Dear Friend,—I am well aware of the state of 
mind in which you must now be, as well as of the diffi- 
culties that attend the sacrifice which Almighty God 
calls for at your hands. Most sincerely do I enter into 
your feelings, and most earnestly do I beg of the Father 
of mercies that you may be strengthened in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might. That same divine arm 
which fixes upon the shoulders of his creatures the bur- 
then of trial designed for their purification and perfec- 
tion, will also communicate strength to bear it; and He, 
who is Almighty, after he has tried you according to 
his good will, will himself confirm and establish you; 
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen. 
‘The cause of your present uneasiness ought, at the same 
time, to be the cause of much inward joy and interior 
consolation. Cry out with the Royal Prophet, ‘* Who 
am I, O Lord, that thou art mindfal of me???” Whoam 
I, that while so many of my fellow creatures, far more 
deserving that myself, are left in the mazes of error, I 
should be singled out as the object of the favor of my 
God, enlightened with the knowledge of his truth, and 
conducted into the one fold of the one Shepherd; to be 
fed with the rich pastures of his divine grace here, and 
to be made partaker of the riches of his glory hereafter? 
What return can I make to the Lord for all that he has 
done for me? Shall I refuse him the full and unreserved 
sacrifice which he calls for, of my heart, my life, my 


* strength, my affection and my all? Will not the friend- 


ship of my Creator in this life, and the possession of 
him in. the life to come, amply recompense me for every 
sacrifice which I am now to make to him? Shall I bal- 
ance for one moment which to choose, earth, or heav- 
en; the esteem of men, or the favor of my God; the 
breath of sinners, or the inward testimony of an approv- 
ing conscience? Oh! my dear friend, cast yourself in 
spirit at the feet of your agonizing Saviour, meditate on 
the above sentiments, and offer to your suffering Jesus 
the spontaneous effusions of a heart truly grateful for bis 
mercy, and determined to unite itself for ever to him.— 
The diificulties which now present themselves to your 
view in the way of spiritual welfare, will prove far less 
in the moment of trial than they now appear to be. 
Iam sorry to be obliged to break eff, but am called 
to a persson dangerously ill. However, I shall be, with 
God’s leave, at Walsall on Tuesday next, and will then 
satisfy you as to each of the points contained in your 
Jetter. J remain, dear Sir, your siucere friend in Christ, 
Francis Martyn. 


In the midst of all these outward fightings 
and inward fears, I was not without my su- 
spicions that there were certain unknown 
mysteries of iniquity in the Catholic church, 
which could not be discovered until initiated, 
or developed but by sad experience, and that 
it was likely I should repent my credulity 
when too late. No wonder, therefore, I was 
tardy in resolving, and that carried with me a 
wounded spirit, which could only find solace 
in tears, and fortitude in prayer. When every 
other prop was gone, and when, like Noah’s 
dove, I found all around me one wide wilder- 
ness of water, without an inch of ground on 
which to set my foot, I caught with convul- 
sive grasp the floating twigs of certain scrip- 
ture sentences, to which I clung the firmer 
as my danger appeared to increase. “If 
any man be in Christ he is a new creature.” 


Then I argued back again, Methodists are 
new creatures, therefore, in Christ; but I for- 
got that this was-a pelilio principit, found up- 
on another error called a non causa pro causa. 
** No man can call Jesus Eord but by the 
Holy Ghost ;” but Methodists call Jesus. 
Lord, therefore it is by the Holy Ghost. 
“* Circumcision, or uncircumcision availeth 
not any thing but a new creature;”’ therefore 
it matters not to what sect a man belongs, if 
he be a new creature. ‘A good tree can- 
not bring forth evil fruit, neither can an evil 
tree bring forth good fruit;’’? but Catholics 
lead bad lives, therefore the tree is bad— 
Methodists lead good lives, therefore the tree 
is good. I sent all these reasons to Mr. 
Martyn, and received ananswer. The texts 
were true—the arguments false. 1. I as- 
sumed too much, when I assumed that the 
Methodists were the new creatures spoken 
of, for this was not proved. It was true that 
all who were in Christ, whether by baptism, 
regeneration, or justifying grace, were new 
creatures, But all were not new creatures 
who pretended to be such; there were apples 
of Sodom, gilded toys, painted sepulchres, 
proud Pharisees, praying long and often say- 
ing, “* O God, I thank thee I am not as other 
men,” who were condemned as hypocrites. 
And other sects besides the Methodists pre- 
tended to this new creation whom I had be- 
fore condemned as erring, not knowing the 
scriptures nor the power of God. The Deists 
prided themselves in their morality, and dar- 
ed them to the proof who impugned it. 2nd. 
No man could make an act of faith in the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, but by the Holy 
Ghost teaching through the medium of the 
church.—Hence, those who renounce the in- 
fallible authority of the church, cannot make 
\this act of faith. What they are said to be- 
|lieve is all opinion, and private opinion too, 
inasmuch as it would not be held did not 
their private judgment receive it. But opin- 
ions are not faith—the deductions of private 
judgment are not faith—nor can they make 
an act of faith, for this reason, the point rests 
upon no divine testimony infallibly given, 
but upon poor fickle private judgment, ever 
changing in themselves, and opposed by the 
|private judgment of all the Arians, Socini- 
ans, Deists and Infidels of every stamp, who 
have ever been, now are, or ever will be, in 
the world. Even Methodists, therefore, can- 
not call Jesus Lord by the Holy Ghost. To 
the 3rd, it was sufficient to say—if circum- 
,cision availeth nothing, why was it com- 
manded by God? If uncircumcision avail 
nothing, why are you circumcised? All that 
can be gathered from this text is, that Jews 
and Gentiles were equally eligible to the 
Christian faith and its venefits, and that no 
person will be saved by a mere profession of 
\it without a possession of its viitues. And 
tlis is the doctrine of the Catholic church. 
But your interpretation, Mr. Mason, places 
the Jew and the Gentile, the Mahometan 
and Christian, on equal ground, providing 
they become virtuous, which is directly in 
the teeth of your former assertions. Your 
conclusions are equally false as to the last 
cited pussage. Pray, Sir, ean there be false 
christians in the Methodist Society? There 
may. Then those persons are bad fruit, con- 
sequently the tree isbad. But you will say, 
Methodism does not produce this fruit. | 
can say the same of Catholicity with much 











greater truth; for the Catholic religion is the | 


religion of God, and cannot possibly make 
bad christians; but Methodism is a false re. 
ligion and therefore may and must produce 
bad fruit. Our divine Redeemer likens his 
church to a net cast into the sea, includin 
fishes good and bad: to a field having tares 
and wheat; good seed was sown by the mag- 
ter, but an enemy sowed tares. After all, we 
must not take Protestants for judges of Ca- 
tholic virtue, for all the actions of Catholics 
are viewed with a jaundiced eye and their 
virtues transformed into vices. 
[ TO BE CONTINUED. } 








From the Catholic. 
A Detail of the important advantages of the 
PROTESTANT REFORMATION. 


What has the Christian world gained by 
the boasted Protestant Reformatiwn? The 
first gain looked for in it was freedom from 
all vowed religious restraint, and a living for 
its earliest Apostles, with their wives and fa- 
milies. They had to preach down the old 
clergy to make way for themselves: and in 
this bold attempt they were encouraged and 
supported by the great and wealthy owners 
of estates in the vicinity of the monasteries 
and religious establishments; the lands and 
property of which they made sure of gaining, 
should the new doctrines succeed in effect- 
ing their abolition. These were the first 
gains contemplated, and finally secured by 
the early reformers and their chief abettors. 

But in order to get, and be able to keep 
them, when gotten; it was necessary to hold 
out in the new system of belief, some pro- 
spect of gain to the community also: some 
powerful lures to attract the people: for, no 
flock, no fleece. 

The grand reforming lure held out to these, 
was the privilege granted to every one of 
thinking and acting as he pleased. All spi- 
ritual jurisdiction and subordination were at 
once proscribed. Each was now to be his 
own sole master, free to determine by his 
own prvvale judgment, what he should believe, 
and what he should do in order to be saved. 
None henceforth were to be reputed as babes, 
requiring merely the milk of instruction, Alb 
were suddenly grown up into the perfect man. 
No food was too strong for their craving ap- 
petites: no substance too hard for their pow- 
erful digestion. 

Gross as this illusion was, it readily took 
with the weak and vain; and was hailed, as 
an excusing and plausible plea by the sen- 
sual sinner and the religious sceptic. For 
such indeed, (not the smallest portion of our 
race) the tempting lure was wistfully intend- 
ed: and, like the devil’s speech to Eve, tt 
won them over by the flattering assurance 
that they should all heneeforth become as 
Gods, knnwing both good and evil._—Gen. 3. 

Yet, how evident the inconsistency of the 
Protestant Reformers; and how unaccounta- 
ble the blindness of their followers!!! They 
promised the people a complete disfranchise- 
ment from all instructive authority on earth; 
telling every one to take the bible; and, re- 
jecting all human interpretation ofjit, except 
his own, to model upon that alone, his whole 
faith and practice. 

Now, without asking why one, so contra- 
ry to the usual rule of prudence, should rely 
more upon his own private opinion, than om 
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that of all the world besides; for to do so, 
were the very extreme of idiotic presumption; 
though the inculcation of such. an absurdity 
was indispensable, in order to induce the 
people, so directly against the Saviour’s 
command, no longer to hear his church—Matt. 
18, vii.—or attend to the instructions of her 
lawful pastors: Luke 10, xvi. Without pres- 
sing upon them this unanswerable query: I 
shall only beg to know with what consisten- 
cy, after thus constituting etery one the sole 
judge and regulator of his own faith and mo- 
rals; could, or can our protestant reformers 
still offer themselves to the people as their 
spiritual guides and teachers? They had as- 
sured the people that the Bible alone, and as 
understood by each, was the all and sole suf- 
ficing rule of faith to the Christian believer. 
“What need then is there of their farther in- 
structive inference? Or, if there is still need 
of such; why was I told by them the contra- 
ry; and thus made to reject the instruction 
of the whole Christian Church, as being 
merely human, and therefore inadmissible? 
Was it only to have foisted upon me, though 
human also, and far more inadmissible, the 
whims and dreams of every strolling teacher, 
and upstart, untaught and self-commissioned 
dogmatiser? And yet, how strangely unac- 
countable! An absurdity so grossly palpa- 
ble; an inconsistency so obvious and glaring; 
could hitherto pass unnoticed even by the 
sensible protestant public!!! And still more 
unaccountable how such an evidently self- 
contradicting principle could have so long 
prevailed, and won over so many from the 
sure and unerring guidance of the Church of 
Christ! But, there is no effect without a 
cause. Let us look a little nearer then to 
the cause of the people’s fond attachment to 
so open a delusion. 

As I said at first, it was the wish for free- 
dom from the Saviour’s yoke; and the greedi- 
ness of gain: the love of lucre and of worldly 
acquirements, at the expense of the ancient 
Clergy and Religious; which prompted the 
first reformers, and their powerful abettors, to 
oppose and cry down the hitherto universally 
acknowledged instructive authority of the 
Catholic Church. The bait held out by these 
to the simple people was not so tangible and 
substantial, as that, with which they them- 
selves had been caught by the master temp- 
ter. It was more an imaginary than a real 
gain. It was, as I also observed, together 
with the Bible, as a blind; or as a tub cast out 
to the whale; the unrestricted liberty to eve- 
ry one to live and believe as he pleased! The 
inherent right allowed to all and each, to 
think and act according to the decision and 
dictates of their own private judgments. It 
was loosing the proud human intellect from 
its enjoined assent to mysteries inexplicable; 
and leaving it to reason to decide upon them, 
according to its own vain and variable con- 
jectures. It was subjecting thus the whole 
Revelation of God to the private judgment and 
determination of every man, woman, or child, 
among their blind and infatuated followers. 
It was breaking at once from off their necks 
the yoke of Christ, so gallingly felt by the 
sinner, the worldling and the unbeliever. It 
was freeing them from all the painful and hu- 
miliating duties prescribed to our sinful, but 
redeemed race, during their short time of 
trial and probation here, by the suffering 
Deity incarnate, our propitiatory victim. It 





was with the proffer of this unhallowed. and 
anti-christian independence upon the instruc- 
tive authority established by the Saviour, 
that our protestant reformers have gained, 
and still hold, their baneful sway over so great 
a portion of the deluded public; who natural- 
ly shrink from the investigation and acknow- 
ledgment of truths and precepts; the observ- 
ance of which would trouble the smooth cur- 
rent of their temporal enjoyments: would beat 
down every height thal exulteth iself against the 


knowledge of God: and bring into captivity | 


every understanding in obedience to Christ.— 
2 Cor. 10, v. 

This much in a worldly and sinful sense 
have protestants gained by their vainly boast- 
ed reformation: let us see next what their 
gains are in a purely spiritual and christian 
sense. I fear, however, in this sense, their 
gains have turned but to their loss; and must 
evidently appear from the following observa- 
tions. 

Their teachers are those alone who retain 
the substantial gain. The loaves and fishes 
still form their exclusive perquisite and por- 
tion; for which they give once a week to their 
hearers a pitiful puff for their payments. 
Could they well give less? Or was it possi- 
ble to have contrived, at less cost and trouble 
to themselves, a choicer mode of quartering 
themselves and their families upon the com- 
munity ? 

In order to lessen their task, they have 
struck off from the Christian calendar not 
only all the festival days in honor of the 
Saints; the display of whose virtue excites 
us to an imitation of their sanctity: but also 
those commemorative of the chief mysteries 
of our redemption; as if froma wish, if pos- 
sible, to bury them in utter oblivion. Is this, 
I would ask, any spiritual gain afforded to the 
Christian believer? They have broken off all 
communion with the Saints, which every Chris- 
tian professes in the Apostles’ Creed. They 
will have nothing to do with the good Angels ; 
though they acknowledge they have with the 
evil ones. ‘They have striven to break down the 
seven pillars of wisdom’s house, Prov. 9. i. by 
denying all but two, the seven sacraments of 
the Saviour’s Church: and declaring, of the 
two, which for mere appearance they affect 
to retain, the one unnecessary, and therefore 
useless; the other a mere empty sign, and 
therefore graceless. 

They thus induce their hearers to neglect 
receiving themselves, or applying to their 
hapless offspring the baptismal rite, declared 
by the Saviour, and held at all times by the 
Christian Church as indispensably necessary 
for salvation. 

They deprive their followers of the pro- 
mised paraclete, by annulling the institution, 
by which he is received. 

They have excluded the Saviour from their 
assemblies, by abolishing his sacrifice and 
sacrament, in which he is rendered present 
in the midst of those, who are gathered toge- 
ther in his name.—Matt. 18, xx. but in no 
other name whatever. 

They have closed against their people the 
door of mercy, which the Saviour had open- 
ed in his sacrament of penance to repenting 
sinners, and shut them out from the needful 
instruction -afforded them thence, and that 
healing advice which is best adapted to their 
spiritual ailments. 

And to spare themselves the risk and trou- 


ble of visiting the sick; they have suppressed 
the undeniable scriptural and apostolic rites 
of the anoiniing with oil in the name of the lord 
| —James 5—which enforces the pastor’s per- 
sonal attendance on the dying; and to which 
so sure a promise of salvation is annexed. 

Being all of them but self-commissioned, 
and self-inspired, they cannot claim, and 
|therefere must deny the lawful Priesthood’s 
generating sacrament of Holy Orders. 

Nor have they left to the married faithful 
the Saviour’s instituted medium of needful 
grace; by which is sanctified and blessed the 
general state of mankind. 

In all this, 1 would ask again, what spiri- 
tual advantage is afforded to the Christian 
believer? 

They have taught their people to abhor all 
things sanctified by prayer and the word of God 
—1 Tim. 4, v.—and consecrated to religious 
purposes. 

Likenesses of the Saviour -and his Saints, 
and every external sign, or sensible memo- 
rial of him, or them, is accounted by such 
a grievous eye-sore; and held out to their , 
flocks as objects meriting their utmost abhor- 
rence and detestation. The Cross, above all 
things, they cannot bear to look at. It seems 
as odious an object to them, as it must be to 
him who was conquered by it; with whom in 
this, and all the rest, they appear to have a. 
common sympathy. The statues, busts and 
pictures of the worldly great, they keep and 
cherish; and introduce even into their places 
of worship; as into St. Paul’s Cathedral and 
Westminster Abbey in London. How dear 
to them are also the portraits and relics of 
their deceased,or absent relations and friends! 
But the relics and resemblances of our hea- 
venly friends, the Saints, they cast from them 
with horror; and every thing exhibited re- 
minding us of the incarnate God, our dear , 
Redeemer; whom notwithstanding they pre- 
tend to worship. 

They refuse all honor to his most blessed 
mother; the woman destined from the begin- 
ning fo crush the Serpent’s head; and to re- 
pair in fine the fault of Eve. It seems their 
delight to traduce upon all occasions; and, if 
possible, vilify in human estimation that pu- 
rest of creatures, and the most honored by the 
deity; by daring to compare her, saluted by 
an archangel, the most blessed of womankind ; 
with even the most common and worthless of 
her sex. Whence all this dislike avd anti- 
pathy borne towards her, if not from the ori- | 
ginal tempter, whose haughty head she was 
bid to crush? 

No wonder then, that they should rail 
against virginity; her peculiar and transcend- 
ant virtue; the one so particularly recom- 
mended by the Apostle St. Paul—1 Cor. 7, 
Xxxiv.—a virtue so lauded by all the Holy 
Fathers; and practised in all ages by the 
most illustrious servants of God. 

I say nothing at present of their demoraliz- 
ing doctrines, I merely shew the faint out- 
lines of a picture, which, the nearer it is in- 
spected, the more disgusting it appears, 
Without therefore stopping to exhibit its de- 
formities in detail; I shall conclude, as I be- 
gan, by observing that all the substantial ad- 
vantages of the reforming scheme remain, as 
at first: on the side of its teachers; and all 
the ideal and imaginary gains, if spiritual pri- 
vations and losses can be deemed such,on this 
iside of the people, their deluded adherents. 














268 





THE JESUIT, 


Vou. TT, 





The reforming scheme, however, by autho- 
rising every one to expound the word of God 
according to his own notions, and to com- 
mence as sure and lawful a teacher, as the 
best among his protesting brethren, has this 
peculiar advantage in it, adapted exclusively 
to themgelves by its cunning and unprinci- 
pled contrivers; that it furnishes a ready sup- 
port to all, whom misfortune, or misconduct 
has reduced to poverty; and put upon their 
utmost shifts to find themselves a living; such, 


if they can but boldly act the Prophet, or the) 


preacher, are sure to be listened to by 
crowds, and amply provided for by their ad- 
mirers. 





From the Catholic Press. 
THE “ IMPORTANT MOVEMENT.” 


Mr. Editor—Your correspondent having 
read the account of the great schism of 3,000 
priests in France—end having under his eyes 
the French papers, and l’.4mi de la Religion 
to the latest date, (Feb. 2d.) in which, see- 
ing nothing that could have given occasion 
to such a hoax, he thinks it founded upon the 
discussion to which the proposition of M. de 
la Mennais has given origin. He simply 
stated to you the case as it truly is, and now 
exists between Catholics equally devoted to 
their common cause. On one side we see 
those who are satisfied to abide by the pre- 
sent order of the church in France, (contin- 
uing as it does to be regulated by the con- 
cordate of Pius VII.) with the approbation 
of the Bishops and of the Pope, who answer- 
ed their consultations by his letter of Sep- 
teriber last to the Archbishop of Paris; on 
the other, those who, with M. de la Mennais, 
think there would be found more security tor 
the church in renouncing the temporal ad- 
vantages which the state continues to afford, 
as pledged by the new charter, and who by 
s0 advising show but the more anxiety and 
zeal for Catholic principles—Ultra-Cathol- 
cism it may be called, protestantism has no- 
thing to hope from it. But we are told of 
much more promising things—“ a large body 
of reformed priests have applied for means to 
separate themselves from the church of Rome. 
—They affirm that there are 2,500 priests of 
their body affiliated with them throughout 
France. They have just drawn up a confes- 
sion of faith almost analogous with English 
Episcopacy.—Application has been made to 
the English Bishops. Already many parishes 
have sent for priests of this body. One has 
been sent to Montaign this day. The cele- 
brated Dupin has applied for one for Nevers 
(a place of 30,000 inhabitants) where the Na- 
tional Guards have taken possession of the 
church, declaring that they will have no Je- 
suits for cures. The confession of the reform- 
ed body of priests is this—No pope, no infal- 
lible church, no lalin mass, two sacraments, no 
celibacy of priests, no injunction to regular con- 
fession: bul the Word of God as the only rule 
of Faith.” This piece of news is given as an 
extract of a letter from a correspondent of 
the London Record under date of the 20th of 
January. Of such a large body of reformed 
priests not one name is given; instead of 
seeking “‘the means of separation” from 
Rome, they appear to be already separated, 
nay even imparting mission, (separated mis- 
sion) without an infallible church to support 
it, or as yet “‘ English Episcopacy” whose 








answer to their application does not appear; 
this indeed we cannot deny to be protestant- 
ism in earnest: mission through schism, self- 
assumed; faith in fallible opinions, arbitrary 
selection of tenets without any reason on 
earth why they should not be more, or less. 
“ Celibacy” of course, to be given up at 
once; surely this is true protestantism and 
truly reformed priests; but the whole, we have 
no doubt, is a complete imposition, a bare- 
faced tale, as well as the steps said to have 
been taken by the present king of France to 
aid and abet protestant reform, The French 
gazettes mention the regular attendance of 
Louis Philip and the Royal Family at the 
church of St. Roch (the parish of the Palais 
Royal.) The Queen, (Madame Adelaide,) 
the Princes, and Princesses assist regularly 
at Mass in said church, as the other Bour- 
bons assisted at the church of St. Germain 
P Auxerrois, (parish of the Tuilleries.) The 
Ambassador Extraordinary of the King to 
the Conclave has had ag usual an audience 
with the Cardinals. The royal ordinance 
quoted as abolishing all holy days, except 
Easter, Christmass and Pentecost, is another 
fabrication. The festivals that tall on week 
days have ceased to be of obligation in 
France there are some exceptions, more 
however than were queted, especially the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin on the 15th 
of August, a festival so sacred to France 
that Napoleon as well as the Bourbons wish- 
ed to be particularly prayed for on that day. 
Since the concordate of Pius VII., by a re- 
gular act of competent authority, many festi- 
vals were either suppressed, or celebrated on 
the Sunday next to the usual day. However, 
even ynder Bonaparte, and since the resto- 
ration of the Bourbons, some of the festivals 
were in many diocesses celebrated with near- 
ly the same solemnity as if the obligation of 
the precept still existed. The minister of 
“ Culte” thought it proper of late to enforce 
the observance of the indult of Rome for 
their suppression; the Bishops and clergy are 
referred to that authority for their legitimate 
rule. This is what our eager but mistaken 





cond time) into a Pantheon and Mont Vale- 
rien taken from its estimable inmates, who. 
for the present have ceased to perform their 
exercises. The inmates were a private ip- 
stitution, no part of the hierarchy, dear how- 
ever to the Bishops as excellent auxiliaries 
and even, though few, have been much re. 
gretted. Another occasion for such a hum- 
bug is, that in the confusion that followed 
the days of July, and the terror created by 
the demonstrations of popular excitement of- 
ten revived on divers pretences and particu- 
larly that of the judgment of the ministers, 
the Archbishop of Paris continued to abstain 
from the public exercise of his functions, 
Some bad priests, one only is named, M. 
Chatel, assumed without proper authoriza- 
tion the exercise of their ecclesiastical func- 
tions, though plainly of the Catholic order, 
mass, &c. L’Ami de la Religion took notice 
of his schismatical enterprize and related 
that in one parish near Paris, (Sceaux,) a 
number of his abettors had requested him to 
send them a priest; the day for admission was 
even appointed; but lo! the other parishion- 
ers had the better of the claim, and the Mi- 
nister of Worship sent orders that no priest 
should be admitted without the permission of 
the Archbishop.—So much for the Parisian 
Hogan, the bubble over the troubled waters! 
We have not seen any other mission of his 
since, nor do we know any place named. 
Montaicn—Montaigu in the ancient Vendee 
will not be the first to send for M. Chatel’s 
missionaries. A ‘ M. Dupin”—(many of 
the name have already acquired their share 
of political celebrity,)—is next quoted as 
having applied for one of the reformed priests 
for Nevers. .To whom has he applied? To 
what body? We are left in the dark, Mr. 
Editor; but be the thing what it may, the Ne- 
vers we are confident have little to tear from 
that reformed, schismatic apostle. That dio- 
cess was lately administered by a most vene- 
rable Bishop, M. Millaux, distinguished for 
zeal and piety and high literary standing. 
The writer, Mr. Editor, formerly one of his 


disciples may be permitted to say that that 


reporter constructed into royal abolishing of | professor in the college of Rennes, at the be- 
festivals, following, as it were, the blessed ginning of the French revolution was a par- 


steps of the supreme heads of the English 


church, Edward and Elizabeth. The power | 


of instituting, or retrenching festivals, sup- 
pressing them altogether, or transferring them 
to other days, has always been exercised by 
the Catholic Church at her own discretion 
and according to exigencies. Suppressing 
the donation which was annually granted to 
Catholic Missions, is certainly a loss and a 
paltry act of reform, and of opposition to the 
more zealous concurrence of the government 
under the other Bourbons for the good of re- 
ligion; but it is not ‘‘ suppression” of the 
missions themselves. The superior of the 
seminary of the Holy Ghost has given notice 





ticular object of the persecution of 1792, 
being one of the most influential members of 
the clergy of Rennes.—After the concordate 
he was appointed superior of the seminary, 
also grand vicar. In 1823 he was named 
Bishop of Nevers—he died in 1828—his 
worthy successor, M. Philippe Carron, is @ 
nephew of the celebrated Abbe Carron, and 
genuine heir to his apostolic zeal and vir- 
tues. The diocess trusted to his care can 
certainly dispense with M. Chatel’s and M. 
Dupin’s apostles, were they even commis- 
sioned by his Grace of Canterbury !—Nevers 
with 11,878 inhabitants, according to the last 


| census, (something short however of 30,000!) 


that he has taken measures to provide forthe |has its many excellent priests, the diocess 
continuation of the exercises of his house in- | has 210, some obliged to attend two parishes, 


dependently of the funds suppressed. 


The |of which with succursales there are 264, 


seminary of foreign missions of Rue du Bac | with a population of 271,777. The religious 
has sent some missionaries to the East since | 


the last revolution. As to the house of the 
home missions to which the service of St. 
Genevieve and Mont Valerien belonged, it 
was ransacked and fire set to it during the 
battles of July, many of its members being 
known for their attachment to the reigning 
family; St. Genevieve was converted (a se- 





houses surely care little for those reformed 
priests who have in their confession of faith 
renounced celibacy—if it please your rea- 
ders, I shall furnish their list—what the list 
may be after the apostle applied for will have 
suppressed the heresy of celibacy, we know 


not. 
Ist. The Brothers of the Christians. 2d. 
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The Sisters of Charity of Nevers, on the mo- 
del of those of St. Vincent of Paul, though 
of a different institute--they have 9 schools, 
or hospitals in the diocess. They have more 
than 100 in other diocesses—the Bishop of 
Nevers is the superior of the whole institute. 
3d. The Ursulines. 4th. The Carmelites. 
bth. The Visitation of La Charite sur Lotre. 
6th. The Sisters of the Holy Family, a par- 
ticular institution at Nevers. 7th. The Hos- 
pitalieres of St. Augustine. 8th. The Sis- 
ters of St. Maurice at Luzy: 9th. ‘The Sis- 
ters of St. Joseph of Lyon, 2 houses. 10th, 
The Sisters of St. Andrew. The Seminary 
alter the difficulties experienced at its first 
establishment, is now filling the numerous 
wants of a diocess which requires 500 priests; 
this number would only furnish one pastor 
(deducting many otherwise employed) to 6, 
or 700 persons. 25 priests ordained are the 
present annual average. The seminary has 
90 students in divinity. 

It is remarkable that the diocess of Ne- 
vers, department of Nievre, was one of those 
where rage against the Catholic religion was 
most furiously and systematically exercised 
in 1793, by no less a man than Fouche him- 
self, a member of the convention. His mea- 
sures to abolish completely the Catholic re- 
ligion deserved to be adopted by many of his 
fellaw persecutors in other departments; 
theirs was truly the motto of the Egyptians, 
“ Let us wisely oppress them.” Nearly 40 
years have since elapsed, and the enemies of 
religion have not succeeded better in the 
work of reform. It is a sad thing for them 
ever to have to resume their. blessed work; 
but we trust that 40 years hence they may 
still want other Fouches and Dupins. 

We should not forget another Protestant 
hope, though we fear by mentioning it to af- 
flict the old age of that venerable Ex-Bishop, 
Ex-Senator Gregoire, with a few of the con- 
stitutional clergy of 1791, who survived the 
folly of that schism, which since the concor- 
date, has had no standing left but in disap- 
pointed feelings. M. Gregoire spurned to 
be reunited to the church by imperial de- 
crees, when parted by revolutionary ones. 
He remained Senator Gregoire, and when 
no more than a Senator, the Ex-Bishop of 
Blois, wrote not indeed in favor of his Grace 
of Canterbury, [in two thick volumes, ‘“ His- 


‘toire des Sectes,” published ten years after 


the concordate, to make the best of his lei- 
sure with dignity,| but passed unsparingly his 
old Catholic anathemas on all the different 
sects among which he would now have to 
make choice. Whether Methodists, Inde- 
pendents, Presbyterians, Unitarians, Qua- 
kers, he flattered none, but Episcopalians 
fared the worst. If then, the great and good 
news that makes its round in protestant pa- 
pers of this country is but an illusion to these 
old ashes of 1791, with perhaps some latent 
sparks that could yet try their warmth in ge- 
nial season, for instance, the present liberal 
confusion that has set France for a while in 
ferment, it is after all no Protestant, above 
all no Episcopalian hope, but some of that 
general nondescript hope that is common to 
all sects, and all schisms, and all heresies, 
and makes them all rejoice at the mischief of 
the common enemy. Whether Luther, Cran- 
mer, Socinus, Mahomet, Voltaire, or Gre- 
goire renews and varies the attack, the true 
church of God is the common enemy, and if 





the gates of hell cannot prevail, desperate 
war has no prospect but at the last confla- 
gration of the world, for ’till that day there 
must ‘ needs be scandals,” said our Lord— 
‘“¢ there must be heresies,” said St. Paul. 
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¥ The press of matter on hand excludes any 
Editorial remark this week—We shall endea- 
vor to make up for it in our next Number. 





The Ladies and Gentlemen of Boston are 
respectfully informed that the next Lecture 
in answer to the Calvinistic libels of Dr. 
Beecher, will be given in the church of the 
‘*¢ Holy Cross,” at seven -o’clock, on Sun- 
day Evening next, by the Very Rev. T. I. 
O’F Laverty; and that arrangements will be 
made, so as to obviate the necessity of their 
remaining without doors for any length of 
time. The doors will be thrown open imme- 
diately after Vespers, and the committee of 
arrangement will consider it a duty, and feel 
pleasure in accommodating with seats such 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the various deno- 
minations as may be disposed to hear the 
Catholic Lectures. 





Teneas, Damasippe, tuis te.—Hor. 


To the Editors of the U. S. C. Miscellany. 
GENTLEMEN, 

My attention has been called to an Edito- 
rial remark, which appeared in your truly 
useful Paper of the 2d of April, relative to 
the Catholic Lectures which the Right Rev. 
Dr. Fenwick and myself are delivering in 
vindication of our divine religion from the 
unprovoked attacks and unfounded calumnies 
of a Calvinistic Minister of this city. You 
state, Gentlemen, that “ believing that the 
greater number of our readers would be de- 
sirous of seeing the sketches of those Dis- 
courses which are published in the Boston 
papers, we continue to transfer them to our 
pages.” The motive undoubtedly is cor- 
rect, and the policy is unquestionable; for, 
you feel an equally laudable desire to propa- 
gate and defend the truth of God, as, I 
have every reason to believe, the Editors of 
the “ Jesuit” do. You declare that “‘ we have 
the greatest respect for the amiable prelate 
who has undertaken to defend that Church 
which he decorates by his virtues against 
the slanders of the man who has provoked 
this discussion; for the learned clergyman, 
who is associated with the Bishop of Boston 
in this task—we entertain feelings of es- 
teem.” I am satisfied, Gentlemen, that “ the 
Bishop of Boston,” fully reciprocates with 
you, and believe me, when I assure .you, 
that “the learned clergyman who is asso- 
ciated with him in this task”’ entertains a cor- 
responding feeling for you.—‘ But,” you 
observe, ‘‘ whilst we give insertion to those 
reports we must avow, that we occasionally 
do it with some feelings of pain: because, 
whatever may be the demerits of the assail- 
ant, we do not admive the language of vitu- 
peration which distinguishes the Lecture 
we insert to-day.”—The principle of “ Nil 
admirari”’ is of no recent date; and there 
are very few indeed who do, I never knew 
one who did “ admire the language of vi- 


tuperation.” It would evidently argue a 
morbid taste to admire vituperation. But, 
does ‘ vituperation,” for language is of a 
conventional character, sigmfy a fearless and 
honest declaratjon of truth? Or, does it mean 
the calling of things by their appropriate 
names? If such be the case, as ‘“‘ the lecture 
we insert to-day” has been delivered by me, 
I shall ever feel pleasure in pleading guilty. 

I should like to know, Gentlemen, your de- 
finition of ‘ vituperation,” and its adaptation 
to “the Lecture” in question. Whoever 
makes an assertion which I cannot admit 
without having convincing proof of its cor- 
rectness, however much I “ esteem” the 
source whence it emanates, I must consider 
it as an assertion still, and in the present in- 
stance and form, a very “‘ injudicious” one. I 
regret that your desire to please the greater 
number of your readers should obtain an as- 
cendancy over your feelings, and the more 
so, as you do not inform the public that it 
was at the desire of the majerity, or even of 
any of your readers that you have hitherto 
transferred ‘those Discourses” into your 
“pages.” Why introduce even the first of 
those painful Lectures into your valuable 
‘¢ pages,” without presenting it to your rea- 
ders witb such a salvo as “‘ distinguishes” the 
Lecture of the last date? Would it not have 
been judicious (for there is a charge of inju- 
diciousness as well as of ‘ vituperation,”’ in 
the sentence pronounced by you,) to defer 
the publication of any of the Lectures until 
you had seen all of the Discourses? Or, 
where was the necessity on your part, 
to publish any of them? Why not adopt in 
this instance the same course you pursued 
relative to the Article, which you copied 
from the “ Jesuit,” last Autumn, concerning 
Judith, or the origin of Monastic Institu- 
tions? If memory deceive me not, you sup- 
plied with Asterisks a few passages in that 
Article, which, perhaps, you thought too 
strong, and which, unintentionally on the 
part of the writer, produced in you some 
feelings of pain! You adopted a similar 
plan, if I mistake not, when you transfer- 
red to your ‘ pages,” a Translation of the 
Spanish Inquisition! Why not act so ona 
late occasion? The principle is the same, 
but there is not the same degree of judicious 
consistency, 

You next, very correctly give “the fol- 
lowing specimen of Doctor Beecher’s as- 
sault,”” as it appeared on the pages of the 
Christian Watchman: 


‘* The dissoluteness of the priesthood, in connexion 
with a frail sisterhood, and the abuses and wickedness 
which grow out of the prohibition of marriage to the 
priests, and secret confessions for pardon, were aptly al- 
luded to. And especially was the iniquity of substitut- 
ing the fear of man, in confessions to priests, for the fear 
of God, most solemnly impressed in forcible remarks. 

‘¢To show the debasing tendency of Catholicity, a 
comparison was drawn between the population of Cana- 
da and the Seuth Americans, and the population of New 
England. It was shown how superior is the latter. In 
the ten centuries in which the Papal church controlled 
all Europe, so much was not done to enlighten the 
world, as has been done by the American Missionaries 
in ten years at the Sandwich Islands. 

‘* Notwithstanding the Romish church anathematizes 
and consigns to perdition, all who are not of her commu- 
nion, yet her doors are wide open to the admission of all 
who will make obeisance to her infallibility. On these 
terms, every opinion, and characters the most dissolute, 
may be thrust in at her gates in crowds, without even 
touching the posts of her doors. And so spacious is the 





house on entrance, that none need complain for want of 
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accommodations. She has literature for the learned; 
for the lovers of the fine arts, she has the finest speci- 
mens of statuary, engraving, music, and poetry; for the 
wea!thy and vicious infidel, who will pay the extortion- 
ous price of crime, she has indulgences; penances, cruel 
in the extreme, for the poor, who cannot pay the price 
of pardon: the pharisee’s formality for the hypocrite; for 
the superstitious, miracles, and fabulous legends; for the 
atheist, confirmed incredulity ; and even Calvinism, if re- 
quired, for the Calvinists. All on the condition of ac- 
knowledging, however hypocritically, the Papal supre- 
macy.”” 

Upon this you remark: “Now WE ARE FREE 
TO CONFESS THAT NO LANGUAGE CAN BE TOO 
SEVERE FOR THE CASTIGATION OF HIM WHO 
WOULD BE GUILTY OF THE VIOLATION OF TRUTH 
AND THE OUTRAGE UPON DECENCY WHICH EVEN 
THIS SAMPLE CONTAINS,” 

Therefore, you must allow that “ vitupera- 
tion,”’ which is language, cannot be too severe 
for the castigation of him. Why, therefore, 
charge and censure “the lecture we insert 
to-day” upon the score of “ vituperation”? 
Moreover, Gentlemen, I repeat it, until you 
have made good your charge of vitupera- 
tion, I view it at least as a very injudi- 
cious assertion. ‘* But,” you conclude 
with this sentence, ‘to us it appears that 
the zeal which leads the castigator to de- 
scend to the level of the culprit, is injudi- 
cious.”” I can only say that the remark is 
contradicted by Solomon in the 26th chap. 5th 
verse, and shall, moreover, respectfully add 
that the 4th verse of the same chapter cannot 
be urged as “ a nullitier;” for, the object of 
“those discussions” was not to imitate “ the 
culprit,”’ but to fell the truth and to reprove 
his jolly. Finally, even though we be on an 
“ injudicious” subject, I shall only say that 
those who are personally concerned in ‘“‘those 
Discourses” know their duty. They are 
supposed to be at least as well acquainted 
with the actual state of things here and with 
the public conviction of the enlightened citi- 
zens of Boston, relative to * those Dis- 
courses” as the Gentlemen of the U. S. C. 
Miscellany, who live hundreds of miles from 
the field of action. There is neither vitupe- 
ration, nor injudiciousness, in said Lecture, 
however painful it may be to tell the truth. 

A fallible member of the Infallible Church 
of Christ, 1 remain, Gentlemen, 

Your ob’t, humble servant, 
T, L O’FLAHERTY, V. G. B. 








SKETCH OF THE CATHOLIC LEC- 
TURE. 
Delivered on last Sunday Evening by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Fenwick, 

In this evening’s Lecture the Bishop com- 
menced by reading the following sketch of 
Dr. Beecher’s Lecture from the Courier of 
the 2ist and 28th Dec.: “ As the Catholic 
priests are not in favor of enlightening their 
people, and keep them from a knowledge of 
the Bible, the preacher dwelt upon the ne- 
cessity of instruction; LET THE BIBLE FLY, 
said he, let every one be instructed; he said 
that the Catholics studiously keep their chil- 
dren—the children of half a million of peo- 
ple, from our common schools, because they 
will not allow them protestant instruction.” 
scovsetie “« He spoke at various times of the ig- 
norance of the large body of the Catholics, 
and maintained, that although they — have 
schools, the schools were established as a 
matter of safety, and that among the Catho- 





lics there is no such thing as a general edu- 
cation; there are some of them learned men, 
but it has been the object of the Church to 
educate a few, in order to keep the many in 
darkness. Respecting the dissemination of 
the Bible, he said, that the Catholics are op- 
posed to it, and that it is not put into the 
hands of their people, as it is not intended 
they shall read, learn and think for them- 
selves.” 

The Bishop then took for his text, 2. Tim. 
6. 20—* O Timothy, keep that which is 
committed to thy trust, avoiding the profane 
novelties of words, and oppositions of know- 
ledge falsely so called.” And 2 Thess. 2. 41. 
‘“‘ Therefore, Brethren, stand fast; and hold 
the traditions which you have learned, whe- 
ther by word, or our Epistle.” 

Whoever, said the Bishop, has examined 
the writings of Calvinists generally must 
have remarked the many deep-rooted preju- 
dices which they entertain against Catholics, 
and that they are generally founded in igno- 
rance, and misconception of our doctrines. 
One of the most common of their prejudices 
is, to suppose that Catholics have an antipa- 
thy tothe Scriptures, and are not even al- 
lowed to read them, lest they should disco- 
ver their errors. The Calvinistic minister 
has openly declared this, as you have just 
heard read from the sketch of his lectures. 
This erroneous notion, said the Bishop, has 
been more than a thousand times repeated, 
and as often refuted. It is refuted by the 
fact of the many editions of the Holy Scrip- 
ture which have been published in the vulgar 
tongue in every part of the Catholic world, 
and which have been industriously circulat- 
ed among the faithful, with the full approba- 
tion of their Bishops;—it is refuted by the 
fact of the almost annual publication, as well 
in Europe as in America, of either -he Dow- 
ay Bible, or the Rhemish Testament, from 
the ponderous folio volume, down to the 
smallest sized pocket edition;—It is refuted 
by the fact of many of these different edi- 
ticns being now actually for sale in every 
section and part of these United States, and 
which may be had, at a reasonable rate, at 
every Catholic book-store;—it is refuted, in 
fine, by the fact of the formal approbation 
given by Pope Pius VI. to Martini’s Italian 
translation of the sacred scriptures, which is 
affixed to almost every edition of the Bible 
published in America, for the confusion of 
those slanderers, who, like the Calvinistic 
Parson, are perpetually annoying us with 
their falsehoods,—and in which approbation 
His Holiness, declares, that the faithful 
should be excited to the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, and that “ these are the most abun- 
dant sources, which ov ght to be left open to eve- 
ry one, to draw from them purily of morals and 
doctrine.” Let any candid protegtant impar- 
tially consider this argument, which is found- 
ed on matter of fact, and which he may easi- 
ly ascertain whenever he pleases; and then 
say, whether it be the wish of Catholic Pre- 
lates, as the Calvinistic Minister has openly 
declared; and I might almost add, said the 
Bishop, against his own conscience, to keep 
their flocks in darkness and ignorance, by de- 
priving them of that heavenly light which is 
to be found in the sacred oracles? 

The Calvinistie Minister has said: Let the 
Bible fly. So say we, observed the Bishop; but 
let it be an entire Bible, and not a hacked, 





anc maimed, and mutilated one;—let it be a 
pure Bible, and not an adulterated oné;—let 
it be a correct and faithful translation of the 
Bible and not a base and perverted one; yes, 
said the Bishop, let the Bible fy: but, let itbe 
at the same time accompanied with explanato~ 
ry notes, adapted to the capacity of the igno- 
rant, lest they should wrest ut, as St. Peter ob- 
serves, fo their own destruction; for, said he, 
nothing is more absurd than this fundamen- 
tal principle adopted by Protestants, that the 
Bible—and “the Bible alone, without note, 
or comment, is the sole rule of faith.” This 
principle, said the Bishop, I shall expose in 
this night’s lecture; a principle, which is 
every way calculated, to introduce the con- 
fusion of Babel into the Christian world, 
where there should be but one mind, but one 
body and but one soul, as there is but one 
Lord, but one faith and but one baptism.—I 
shall likewise shew, he observed, that the 
Protestants themselves do not admit this 
principle in practice, however they may laud 
it in theory; as they all believe and practise 
many things which are no where found in the 
Bible;—finally, 1 shall shew, said he, that 
their version of the scriptures is neither en- 
tire nor pure, and this, besides other argu- 
ments, upon the testimony of some of their 
best and most learned Divines; and upon this 
ground, admitting even their principle to.be 
correct, they cannot be sure of finding out, 
from the Bible alone, the true road to hea-’ 
ven. 

The Bishop then proceeded to examine 
the question of the Protestant rule of faith 
—he stated that the word of God was not 
scripture alone, but that it consisted of 
the whole deposite of divine revelations com- 
mitted to the Church at different periods, 
and by her faithfully preserved in all ages. 
—That the knowledge of the true God, of 
his Providence, of the adoration and wor- 
ship which he required from the first men, 
of the precepts of the Sabbath, and cir- 
cumcision, of the fall of mankind in its natu- 
ral head, of the promise of a Redeemer, of 
the state of future rewards and punishments; 
in short, all the revelations made to mankind 
from Adam to Moses, had been preserved 
for 2500 years by tradition only; fathers de- 
livering them to their children by word of 
mouth without any scripture whatever.—Af- 
ter a written law had been given to Moses 
for the peculiar benefit of the children of Is- 
rael, tradition not only continued to preserve 
the revealed truths among other nations, as 
long as they were preserved there at all, but 
also had kept alive among the Israelites such 
truths as had not been written by Moses, and 
served besides as an interpreter to the writ- 
ten law. He instanced the Samaritan wo- 
man and Job, who both knew ofthe Redeem- 
er by tradition only.—The new dispensation, 
he said, was not to be a written law. Ac- 
cordingly Christ did not commit to writing 
the things his disciples were to believe and 
do, as Moses had done by the command of 
God;—nor did he direct his aposles to write 
them. As soon as the Holy Ghost had come 
upon them, they began to preach the gospel 
and gave the Christian Church its proper 
and invariable form. Those who believed 
their word were baptized and continued sted- 
fastly in the doctrine and communion of the 
Apostles. Thus proving themselves to be, 
before any part of the New Testament was 
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written, a true, complete and perfect church. 
He observed, that the rule of faith, at this 
period of the church, could not be scripture, 
since no part of the christian revelation had 
yet been written; consequently there could 
be then no precept for Christians to read the 
scriptures; yet there existed an obligation for 
every one then, as well as now, to be ac- 
quainted with the revealed will of God, and 
with what Christ commands us to believe and 
do; what then, said the Bishop, could be the 
rule of faith previous to the scriptures of the 
New Testament but the testimony of the 
Church, or the preaching of the gospel by 
men sent of God? The first preachers were 
endowed with the gift of miracles; upon the 
authority of these miracles the,nations receiv- 
ed their word and consented to be baptized, 
and made members of the Christian Church. 
When, afterwards, miracles ceased to accom- 
pauy the preaching of the word, the word, 
preached without miracles, continued to be 
confirmed by the miracles first wrought, for 
they were wrought in proof of the divine 
foundation of the Catholic Church, of the di- 
vine mission of her pastors, and in confirma- 
tion of Christ’s promise, that the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against her. These 
miracles, therefore, said the Bishop, lend the 
same support to the preaching of the word, 
in all ages, when done in the same commu- 
nion and by virtue of the same mission, that 
they did when preached by the Apostles 
themselves. For, the spirit of the Apostles, 
their authority, their mission, their faith were 
not to die with them; they were transmitted 
as a deposile to their successors, and now ex- 
ist in the Church founded by them as truly 
and work there as effectually, as if the Apos- 
tles were still preaching the gospel and ad- 
ministering the sacraments in person. Lo! 
I am with you always. I need not add, said 
the Bishop, that they who separate from the 
Church founded with miracles, turn the testi- 
mony of these miracles against themselves; 
and by denying her divine authority and in- 
fallibility, undermine the canonicity of the 
scriptures which they have stolen from her. 
The Bishop here refuted a number of ob- 
jections which, he said, protestants were in 
the habit of bringing; and concluded this part 
of the argument by saying, that the Books of 
the New Testament were detached books, 
without connection to one another, written 
upon particular emergencies, and whether 
taken separately, or collectively, they were 
never intended to contain the whole revela- 
tion of the New Testament. 
the Bishop, every Protestant “enomination 
must be, in common with ourselves, perfect- 
ly convinced, by this very consideration that 
they all believe and practise many things 
which are no where contained in the Bible. 
In proof of this fact the Bishop instanced 
anumber of examples. He stated that Pro- 
testants in general pretend that nothing ought 
to be believed as essential to the Christian 
religion which is not contained in the Bible; 
yet, said he, with the same breath that they 
declare this, they affirm that the Bible, and 
the Bible too, as they have it in their mise- 
rable translation which is and can be proved 
to be a most incorrect and mutilated copy, is 
their complete and perfect rule! But I should 


be glad to know, said the Bishop, in what | 


text of scripture is contained the assertion 
that the scriptures of the Old and New Tes- 


Of this, said | 


| 





‘with Genests and ending with Revelations are 


taments are the complete and perfect rule of 
a Christian’s faith? In what part of the Bi- 
ble is it affirmed that the Books beginning 


divinely inspired? Can any Calvinist shew 
us in the Bible a catalogue of the Books 
which we are bound to revere as sacred? 
Could they even do this, still we should not 
be obliged to believe the testimony of the 
Bible in its own favor, until we had proved 
its divine inspiration by some other medium; 
—And what could this medium be, but the 
authority of Christ’s Church, to which the 
sacred oracles were committed? But if they 
can shew us, said the Bishop, no declaration 
from the Bible that it is the complete and 
perfect rule of Christian faith, and that such 
and such books are canonical; then are they 
obliged to confess that the scriptures are not 
the complete and perfect rule of faith;—and 
consequently that there are some things to 
be believed which are not contained therein. 

Among the articles believed and acted 
upon by Protestants generally, though not 
contained in the Bible, the Bishop instanced 
the fact that they hold infant baptism to be 
valid, notwithstanding the text, he that be- 
lievelth and is baptized shall be saved, which 
text would naturally lead them to suppose 
with the Baptists, that actual faith of which 
infants are incapable, is a disposition neces- 
sary for baptism. If, therefore, said the Bi- 
shop, there be nothing but scripture to guide 
in relation to this matter, this point must be 
at least doubtful; yet, it is of such importance, 
that the salvation of millions of souls depends 
on its certainty.—He likewise instanced the 
practice of the apostles to baptize by immer- 
sion, which practice for several ages has been 
changed without any warrant from scripture 
for it. Again, he instaneed the practice of 
not abstaining from blood and things strang- 
led, which the scripture no where allows the 
use of, but which in Acts 15, 29, it positively 
forbids. 








Again, he stated that Protestants observe 
the Sunday which they call the Sabbath, in- 
stead of the Saturday, which is the real Sab- 
bath prescribed by God in the scriptures, to 
be kept holy, contrary to the command of 
God expressed in the 20th chap. Exod.— 
Nothing beyond conjecture can be adduced 
from scripture to authorize this change of the 
Sabbath. It is true, said the Bishop, St. 
John speaks of the Lord’s day, but he no 
where tells us what day of the week this was; 
much less does he tell us, that this day was 
to take place of the Sabbath ordained in the 
Decalogue. St. Luke also speaks of the 
disciples meeting together on the first day of 
the week to break bread. And St. Paul or- 
ders, that on the first day of the week the 
Corinthians should lay by in store what they 
designed to bestow in charity on the faithful 
in Judea: but neither the one, nor the other, 
tells us, that the first day of the week was to 
be henceforward the day of worship, and the 
Christian Sabbath. These texts, surely, can 
never afford a sufficient warrant for abolish- 
ing the express command of God. From this 
enumeration it will sufficiently appear, that 
many points of protestant faith and practice 
are not grounded on scripture, and conse- 
quently that the Bible is not, as they pretend, 
the complete and perfect rule of Christian 





faith and practice. 


The Protestant Bible, the Bishop farther | 


observed, is neither entire nur pure;—and 
therefore it is wicked even to propose it as 
a complete rule of faith. I am aware, he 
continued, that it is a common accusation, 
especially of the Calvinist ministers, that we 
set light by the written word of God,—that 
we undervalue and contemn the scriptures. 
This foul calumny they take special care to 
propagate a:nong the people; and unhappily, 
many of them believe it as firmly as any other 
part of their creed.—We do indeed ret light 
by their version of it, said the Bishop;—we 
do indeed undervalue their translation, be- 
cause we consider it a perversion rather than 
a correct version of the word of God. While 
on the other hand, we have the highest re- 
spect and veneration for the true version of 
the Bible, receiving and honoring it as the 
pure-word of God, neither rejecting, nor do 
so much as doubting of the least tittle from 
Genesis to Revelations. The protestant Bi- 
ble is not entire. If indeed it be true, said 
the Bishop, as they in their consciences 
know it is, that the only real reason which 
can be assigned for receiving the Bible a 

divinely inspired is the testimony of the Ca- 
tholic Church,—that Bible surely cannot be 
entire from which are expunged several books 
which lean on that testimony equally with 
the others. Now, besides the books which 
Protestants receive in common with us, the 
primitive Churcn admitted Tubias, Judith, 
The rest of Esther, Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, 
Baruch, with the Epistle of Jeremiah, the 
Canticle of the Three Children, the Idol, Bell 
and the Dragon, the Hislory of Susanna and 
the two first books of the Macchabees. The 
Bishop stated the reasons which they com- 
monly assigned for rejecting these books, and 
refuted them, observing, among other things, 
that if they were good reasons, a great part 
of the other books might equally be rejected. 

Again, the. Protestant Bible is not pure. 
How indeed, he asked, could that be pure 
which was got up, as it is well known, solely 
with a view to propagate by giving a color- 
ing to.the errors which had been broached 
by a misnamed and wicked reformation, and 
to prop up the crazy system which had been 
adopted by it? He said, the most learned 
among the Protestants themselves despised 
it. He quoted the words of Mr. Carlisle, 
who did not hesitate to declare, that the Eng- 
lish protestant translators had depraved the 
sense of scripture, obscured the truth, and de- 
ceived the ignorant ; that they shewed themselves 
to love darkness more than light, falsehood 
more than truth. He quoted a number of 
other Protestant Divines, and among them a 
Mr. Broughton, who had also observed, that 
the English protestant version perverts the sense 
of the Old Testament in 848 places and causes, 
he adds, millions of souls to run to elernal 
flames. 

Such, said the Bishop, was the opinion of 
even Protestant Divines, Divines well skill- 
ed in the original languages in relation to 
their own version of the Bible. And shall 
Cathvlics be censured at this day by Calvin- 
ists for rejecting what has long since been 
proved and avowed to be a gross imposition 
upon the public? A version altogether con- 
temptible and spurious, which presents the 
base fabrication of lying man for the pure 
unadulterated Wordof God! Let them cen- 
sure,—Let them sneer, said he; still, we 
shall not suffer ourselves to be gulled, nor 
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our people to be duped by them. Let them 
distribute their counterfeit goods to those 
willing to receive them: but let them keep 
from imposing their adulterations upon Ca- 
tholics. If we, said the Bishop, be consult- 
ed on the subject, we shall not hesitate to 
cry out, Imposture! We shall even consider 
ita duty which we owe to our God and to 
the people entrusted to our care, to stigma- 
tize it as a most unhallowed work,—and one 
deserving of every censure. 

Hence it is, said he, that Catholics reject 
the Bibles tendered to them by Protestants, 
&c. &c. Hence they conclude and conclude 
justly, that the Calvinistic rule of faith is 
false;—that the scripture interpreted by eve- 
ry man, woman and child, is not the means 
designed by Almighty God to point owt to us 
the true road to heaven, and make us land 
on that happy shore. What then, he asked, 
was the means which God in his wisdom had 
appointed? The true word of God delivered, 
explained and interpreted by an infallible 
church. God himself had condescended to 
teach this way. For this very reason he 
came down from heaven; for this he estab- 
lished his church, which is the pillar and 
ground of truth;—and for this he appointed 
pastors and teachers for the work of the mi- 
nistry, that we may not be like children tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrive in the wickedness of men, and in the 
cra tiness by which they lie in wait to deceive. 
It was to the hands of his church he confid- 
ed the treasure of his scriptures;—he en- 
trusted his divine oracles to her keeping;— 
he gave her authority over us;—he commands 
us to hear her as we would him; he who hears 
you, said the Redeemer, hears me; and to 
shew her the same submission, because, in 
fact it is the same authority. This great 
God is the source of all truth, the object of 
our faith, the author and terror of the same; 
but the Church is the rule of his faith, a di- 
vine rule, an infallible rule, an universal 
rule, an eternal rule; and it is to this sub- 
stantial and invariable rule he has subjected 
us for all points and for all time. 








From the Boston Courier. 
ALAS! POOR YORICK! 


Tue Sassatn. A meeting was held in 
London on the 8th of February, at which, 
after the passage of several resolutions, a 
society was formed “‘ for promoting the due 
observance of the Lord’s Day,” having in 
view the following objects. 


1. To diffuse information as widely as pos- 
sible on the subject, by the publication and 
circulation of Books and Tracts on the Di- 
vine authority of the Institution—on the ob- 
jections raised against it—on its practical 
duties—its unnumbered benefits—the pre- 
vailing violations of it—the new inroads made 
on its sanctity—the best means of abating, or 
preventing those evils, and promoting the 
sanctification of the day—and on similar to- 
pics. 

2. To open a correspondence throughout 
the British Empire, and if possible on the 
Continent of Europe, and wherever else suit- 
able opportunities may occur, for the pur- 
pose of forming Local Associations, and for 
maintaining a friendly intercourse with So- 
cieties already existigg, or that may be es- 
tablished, with the same object in view. 


3. To aid, as far asthe Funds of the So- 
ciety may allow, the local associations which 
may most stand in need of support. 

4. To promote, by all proper measures, 
Petitions to the Legislature, throughout the 
country, for the enactment of such laws as 
may be necessary for repressing the open 
violation of the Lord’s Day, and for protect- 
ing the Christian worshipper in the peaceful 
exercise of his duties. 

5. And generally to form a point of union, 
if God should be pleased to bless the design, 
for the efforts which may be made in every 
part of the world for this great object. 


The propagators of this scheme certainly 
entertain very liberal and comprehensive 
views, and should they carry the whole plan 
into operation, will have formed the most stu- 
pendous combination ever heard of;—a so- 
ciety competent to rule, not only England 
but the world. In the resolutions it is thus 
stated— 


That a contempt of the Sabbath, ‘at all 
times sinful and criminal, would be more sig- 
nally so, at this present period, when that 
very contempt has visibly led to the fearful 
decay, and in many places almost extinction, 
of spiritual religion, among the nations of the 
Continent; and to the proportionate growth 
of superstition, profaneness, Neologism, So- 
cinianism, and Infidelity; and has been visited 
with a series of tremendous judgments, dur- 
ing the last forty years, which hold them up 
to us as beacons to avoid their sins, if we 
would escape their punishment. 

The London Courier suggests to subscrib- 
ers, that the society is illegal, that the inte- 
rests of morality will not be promoted by a 
combination who can only attain their object 
through the agency of hired spies and infor- 
formers, and that “ the best means of promot- 
ing both religion and morality are good ex- 
ample in the higher orders, and the unaffect- 
ed and unbigoted exercise of piety,” while 
the scheme, the result of which, if carried 
into execution, would only be to increase the 
shew of religion, without promoting any of 
its holy properties.” 


Missionarics in France.—A high way is 
opened for the entrance of truth into France. 
The Lord has prepared a field for the gospel 
—a wide one—inany laborers will be needed 
to occupy it. A correspondent whose views 
many will appreciate, thinks it very desirable 
that missionaries for this field should go from 
the United States. (Who will go?) 





DIED, 


The public will learn with much regret the death of 
the venerable Mr. Roux of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, 
in Montreal. We have been politely favored with the 
following particulars of that estimable gentleman whose 
piety and zeal in the cause of religion, his fellow citizens 
will hold in lasting remembrance. 

Jean Henri-Auguste Roux, was born in Povence, in 
France, of a distinguished family, on the 5th February, 
1760, and went through his Ecclesiastical studies at the 
Seminary of Avignon, under the direction of the Priests 
of St. Salpice. Being admitted as Doctor of Theology 
of the University of Valence, Mr. Roux became one. of 
the congregation of the Priests of St. Sulpice, and was 
sent to the seminary of Puy, a Professor of Theology. 
The illustrious Mr. De Galard, Bishop of Puy, honored 
him with his special confidence; named him his Vicar- 
general; and wished to have him as the companion of his 
exile, during the revolutionary troubles. 

Mr. Roux left his noble friend to pass into England, 





and thence to Canada, where he arrived with teu other 


priests in 1794. Soon honored with the confidence cf 
His Lordship, the Bishop of Quebec, he was not slow in 
obtaining that of the clergy of the district of Montreal; 
and Was consequently chosen, by his confreres of the se- 
minary as their superior. The mildness of his conduct, 
and the extent of his knowledge caused him to be es- 
teemed by all those who were acquainted with him. Ip 
the journey he made to Europe for the benefit of hig 
health, he in a particular manner received the most flat- 
tering testimonies of esteem. Many of the Cardinals re. 
ceived him cordially. ‘The two last Pontitis, who go- 
verned the church, treated him with kindness. Some of 
the Bishops of France pressed him continually to accept 
of the most honorable dignities of their diocese. His re. 
lations and numerous friends who solicited him jnces- 
santly to re-unite himgelf to them, but without elfect, en- 
deavored to detain him by renewed entertainments. He 
could not, however, be prevailed on. At length a vio- 
lent attack of paralysis, with which malady he waga 
long time afflicted, put a termination to his life. 

: Vindicator. 





A SCARCE BOOK. 


Tue Public are respectfully informed, that MANN- 
ING’S SHORTEST WAY TO END DISPUTES 
ABOUT RELIGION is now ready for sale at the Office 
of ** The Jesuit.’’—This work contains 300 duodecimo 
pages, handsomely bound and lettered.—Per hundred 
copies, $45; per doz. $6; single, 75 cents. 


NEW BOOKS. 


FOR SALE AT P. MOONEY’S CATHOLIC BOOK- 
STORE, 
Corner of Federal and Franklin Sts.—Also, at Patrick 
Denvir’s Book-store, Main-Street, Charlestown. - 


The following new publications we earnestly recom- 
mend to all who are serious inquirers after truth, as well 
as to those who wish to attain a correct knowledge of 
the great truths of the Catholic religion. They are works, 
small in size, but replete with highly instructive and in- 
teresting matter, and which can easily be perused by 
those who have not much time to devote to reading, 

1. LetTeRs on THE SpanisH INQuIsITION. 
A rare work, and the best which has ever appeared 
on the subject: by M. Le Comte Joseph Le Mais- 
tre; translated from the French, with additional 
notes and Illustrations: by T. J. O’ Flaherty, 8: EB. 
C.—12mo. Per doz. $6, retail, 62 1-2 cents. 

2. Proors oF THE TRUE CHURCH, IN TWO 
Parts; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop and 
Elector of Treves, and bishop of Augsburg; trans- 
lated from the French.—24 mo. Per doz. $3; retail, 
31 cents. 

3. THe Youtu’s Director; or familiar In- 
structions for Young People; which may be found 
useful also, to persons of every sex, age, and condi- 
tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 
traits and edifying examples; translated from the 
French.—24 mo. Per doz. $4 50; retail, 43 3-4 cts. 

4. InvinciBLE Reasons, which should forever 
attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and en- 
gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 mo. 
er doz. 30 cents; retail, 3 cents. 

5. A short ExposiTION OF THE MARKS OF THE 
True Cuurcu; by CAnpINAL GERDIL. Translat- 
ed from the French, for the first time; to which is prefix~ 
ed a brief and interesting sketch of the life of the illus- 
trious writer. Price, $1 per dozen, 12 1-2 cents single. 

6. A sure Way to find out THE Trux RELI- 
GION, in a conversation between a Father and his Son, 
by the late Rev. T. Baddely.—18mo.—Price $2, per 
doz: 20 cents single. 

7. A Suaver for Jonn Cueti1ur, Methodist 
Preacher; or, a Vindication of the Doctrine of the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, as taught 
by the Catholic Church: in two letters to a friend; by 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, formerly a Methodist Preacher. 
—18mo.—Price 50 cents per doz: 6 1-4 cents single. 

8. MAN’S ONLY AFFAIR; Or REFLECTIONS on the 
four last things to be remembered. ‘Translated from the 
French; to which are added Morning and Evening Pray- 
ers; Prayers of Mass, accompanied with a short explana- 
tion of its Ceremonies; and Vespers. 24mo.—Price $3, 
per dozen; 31 cents retail. 

9. THe Trirpte Cuorp; or Three plain reasons 
why no Roman Catholic can conform to the Protestant 














church. Catholic Tract. Price, 20 cents per dozen; 
2 cents, single. : ; 
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